
Dog Breed Profiles (from infolific.com)

Bre
ed

Si
ze

 o
f D

og

Su
ita

ble
 fo

r F
irs

t-
Ti

m
e 

O
w

ner

Li
vi

ng 
Sp

ace

Good w
ith

 C
hild

re
n

Am
ount o

f G
ro

om
in

g
Am

ount o
f E

xe
rc

ise

N
oisi

ness
 /

 B
ark

in
g

Tra
in

abili
ty

Agg
re

ss
io

n

Pla
yf

uln
ess

 /
 

Bois
te

ro
usn

ess
Ex

ci
ta

bili
ty

Great Dane 5 No 5 5 1 4 2 1 2 2 3

Akita 5 No 5 2 3 3 1 3 5 3 1

English/Irish Setter 5 Yes 4 5 2 4 2 2 1 3 3

Doberman Pinscher 5 No 4 3 1 4 2 4 4 2 2

Rottweiler 5 No 4 1 2 4 2 4 5 1 2

Weimaranar 5 No 5 1 1 5 2 2 2 5 5

German Shepherd 5 No 5 2 3 5 3 5 5 1 3

Boxer 4 Yes 5 3 1 5 2 1 2 5 2

Golden Retriever 4 Yes 3 5 3 3 3 5 1 4 3

Dalmatian 4 No 4 3 1 5 3 1 1 5 3

Rough Collie 4 Yes 3 5 4 3 2 4 1 2 2

Siberian Husky 4 No 3 1 3 5 3 1 1 1 1

Labrador 4 Yes 4 5 1 4 3 5 1 4 3

Border Collie 4 No 3 1 3 5 3 5 4 5 4

Chow Chow 3 No 3 2 5 2 1 1 2 1 3

Brittany 3 Yes 4 3 2 4 3 5 2 4 4

Eng. Springer Spaniel 3 No 5 3 2 5 3 5 3 4 5

Shar Pei 3 No 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 2

Boston Terrier 3 Yes 2 4 1 2 2 2 3 2 3

Staff. Bull Terrier 3 No 2 4 1 2 4 2 3 3 4

Cocker Spaniel 3 Yes 2 3 3* 2 4 3 4 4 4

Beagle 3 Yes 2 3 1 4 4 2 2 3 4

Bassett 3 Yes 2 4 1 2 3 1 1 1 1

Poodle 3 to 1 Yes 4-1 3 5** 5 5 to 3 5 3 to 2 5 4

Shetland Sheepdog 2 Yes 1 5 5 2 1 5 1 2 1

Cav. K. Charles Spaniel 2 Yes 1 5 3 2 2 3 1 2 4

Miniature Schnauzer 2 Yes 2 3 1** 4 5 2 3 2 4

Jack Russell Terrier 2 Yes 2 2 1 4 5 2 4 4 5

Miniature Pinscher 2 No 2 2 1 3 4 3 3 2 3

W. Highland Terrier 2 Yes 2 4 2** 3 5 3 4 5 4

Pomeranian 1 Yes 2 4 4 1 3 1 3 2 5

Shih Tzu 1 Yes 2 4 4* 2 2 2 2 3 3

Maltese 1 Yes 2 4 5* 1 3 1 2 1 4

Pekingese 1 No 2 1 5 1 4 2 3 2 4

Dachshund 1 Yes 2 4 2 3 4 3 3 2 4

Yorkshire Terrier 1 No 1 2 3* 1 4 2 4 2 4

Chihuahua 1 No 1 1 2 1 5 2 5 3 4

This table shows the chief 

characteristics of some of the most 

popular dog breeds. Decide which 

are most important to you, then use 

the table to find the breed (or 

breeds) that suits you best, bearing 

in mind that the behavior of any 

adult dog depends as much on the 

way it was educated as a puppy as it 

does on its genetic inheritance.

Notes

5 = Highest level of characteristic

1 = Lowest level of characteristic

Size of Dog

Adult height at the withers.

5 = more than 25 inches (64 cm)

1 = less than 12 inches (25 cm) 

Poodles straddle three categories: 

Standard, Miniature, Toy 

Amount of Grooming

* Indicates that professional 

grooming is optional for these breeds

* * Indicates that professional 

grooming is advisable for these 

breeds

Trainability

Responsiveness to training for 

obedience, agility trials, and work

Excitability

Reactivity to stimuli such as noise, 

crowds, etc.


